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OK-SAFE, Inc. Reporting 
7-19-11 

[The following is the first in a series of three transcripts OK-SAFE, Inc. will be posting on this event.] 
 
Below is the transcript of the Opening Plenary Session of the U.S.-China Trade, Education & Culture 
Conference, July 14-17, 2011, held at The Little America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
 

 
The Little America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah 

 
This event, sponsored by the Mormon-run American-Chinese Friendship Promotion Society, took place 
across the street from The Grand America Hotel, where 32 U.S. Governors, under tight security, met for 
the National Governors Association conference.  
 
That NGA event included the first-ever U.S.-China Governors Forum (document here.)  Chinese 
provincial leaders and Governors, all members of the CPC, spoke at both events. 
 

 
The Grand America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah 
 

http://www.uschina2011.com/
http://www.uschina2011.com/
http://saltlake.littleamerica.com/
http://www.facebook.com/ac.fps
http://www.grandamerica.com/
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2011/01/155075.htm
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/167499.pdf
http://www.gov.cn/english/links/cpc.htm
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Security outside the Grand America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah, during the NGA Conference 
 

 
Police & security inside the Grand America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah, during the NGA Conference. 
 

 
Salt Lake City Fire Department personnel on 2 Segways travel the halls, along with uniformed officers, at the NGA conference held at the Grand 
America Hotel, July 14-17, 2011. 
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Mississippi Governor Haley Barbour being interviewed outside The Grand America Hotel, 7/14/11, while attending the NGA Conference in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. 

 

 
The courtyard area of the Grand America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah, location of the NGA Conference July 14-17, 2011. The U.S. Governors and 
Chinese officials met on the sequestered 3rd floor of the Hotel and in the secured conference rooms on the east side of the ground floor. 

 



4 
 

 
1/2 Photo of NGA Attendees in the Grand America Hotel courtyard, Thursday evening, 7/14/11, Salt Lake City, Utah. The NGA Event was heavily 
secured and access was limited to those wearing the NGA badges. 

 
2/2 Photo of NGA Attendees in the Grand America Hotel courtyard, Thursday evening, 7/14/11, Salt Lake City, Utah. The NGA Event was heavily 
secured and access was limited to those wearing the NGA badges. 
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Over the four-day span these two otherwise fine hotels could have more appropriately been named the 
“The Best Little Whorehouses in Texas Utah”.  (Where ‘whorehouse’ is defined as a place where 
those seek after that which is immoral and idolatrous.) 
 
The object of both events was matchmaking; a sort of high-level, speed-dating event aimed at 
introducing and pairing up government officials, University R & D department heads, and Utah 
businesses (the “girls”) with potential Chinese partners (the “johns”) who are, after all is said and done,  
still COMMUNISTS. (See bios of Chinese officials below).   
 
Several Memorandums of Understanding were signed between the Chinese and U.S. Governors and 
Universities. 
 
Chinese media were everywhere – but some American media were excluded due to potential bias in 
reporting. (But the Chinese and U.S. mainstream media allowed in wouldn’t be biased?)  
 

 
Chinese media photograph a speaker at the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education & Culture Conference, 7-14-2011, held at the Little America Hotel, 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 

http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/epaper/2011-07/14/content_12902901.htm
http://usa.chinadaily.com.cn/us/2011-07/14/content_12903380.htm
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/politics/52198373-90/credentials-jasper-nga-governors.html.csp
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Opening day of the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education & Culture Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah, 7-14-11, The Little America Hotel meeting area. 

 
U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education & Culture conference, Little America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

 
Utah State University’s Jon M. Huntsman School of Business’ China Cooperative Academic Programs featured. 
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Utah Regional Investment Fund featuring EB-5 Visa procurement assistance. 

 
Utah Technology Council booth, Little America Hotel, Salk Lake City, Utah, July 14, 2011 

 
Utah World Trade Center booth at U.S.-China 2011 Conference. Goal: Global Utah. 
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Chinese government officials seated at round tables at the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education & Culture Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah, 7-14-11. 

 
Attendees at the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education & Culture Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah, 7-14-11. 

 
Chinese government officials  at the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education & Culture Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah, 7-14-11. 
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Once corner of the conference room featured a row of photos of U.S. Presidents shaking hands with Chinese leaders, main conference room, 
Little America Hotel, Salt Lake City, Utah, July 14, 011. 
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Below is the first of three transcripts OK-SAFE, Inc. will be posting of the events hosted by the AC-FPS, 
which included a full day’s trip to Utah State University. 
 
10:00 am –  
Opening Remarks 
 
Lew Cramer, President & CEO, World Trade Center Utah:  
 
“Mister Party Secretary, distinguished Governors, Madame Li, international friends - thank you so much 
for joining us on this U.S.-China 2011Trade, Culture& Education Conference.   
 

 
Lew Cramer, President & CEO, World Trade Center Utah.. 
 
You are part of making history today.  July 14, 2011 will be one of these days that you will be able to 
say to your children, and your grandchildren, that you were here when history was made.”   
 

 

http://business.utah.gov/international-trade/International/Partners-World-Trade-Center/


11 
 

Opening of Plenary Session of the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Culture & Education Conference, Salt Lake City, Utah, 7-14-11 

 
“It is not because the Harry Potter film is premiering tonight.  It is because there has never been a 
gathering before in this country of such distinguished guests from China.  
 
We are honored to be welcoming the leaders of four Provinces of China in conjunction with the National 
Governors Association meeting which starts tonight.  These four distinguished guests in front of us 
represent, by my count, over 178 million citizens in the People’s Republic of China. Utah is in the ‘under 
50 million’ category in size, so we’re grateful to have this cooperation taking place today.  
 
Uh, I can recall, I can remember my first trip to China in December of 1955, and in the many, many years 
since then, every time I’ve been on a trip to China it is new and expanded and exciting country. But now 
they have you come here and see our part of the world is a huge stride (unclear) and we extend our 
deep appreciation for you business.   
 
We know that most American know of Beijing and Shanghai. Most citizens in China know about New 
York and Los Angeles.  
 
From July 14th on we will know each other much better and know, and grasp the great opportunities 
that exist throughout both of our countries besides just on the coasts.  
 
We are grateful for those who have sponsored this event today; they’re listed in the program. We’re 
grateful particularly for the two visionaries that made this happen - Governor Herbert and Ron Hansen.  
You’ll hear from both of them in just a minute.   
 
This is an exciting opportunity to share in a way that has never been done before. 
 
 In most of the United States we use the phrase, “China is the Far East.” In Utah we use the phrase, 
“China is the Near West.”  
 
We’re particularly grateful that you have taken the journey of many thousands of miles to share in your 
time with us this weekend.  Our airlines are happy, our hotels are happy, and our business executives 
will be happy.  Xiexie. (“Thank you”). 
 
We have lots to be proud of in Utah. But one of the things we’re proudest of that we are connectors and 
bridge-builders.  Jeff, let’s show a picture of something that happened a hundred and twenty two years 
ago for a second, for our guests.  
 
This is a very famous picture (below) because in 1869 east and west came together; they’re connecting 
the two railroads that connected a continent.  For the first time there our east and west were 
connected.   
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PPT photo of the connecting the East with the West by the trans-continental railroad, Utah. 
 

This was an historic event taking place a few miles north of here. There is a lot of celebration going on 
and I think that many of our ancestors on both sides may have participated in this historic event. 
 
Today, July 14th, 2011, we are again joining East and West – we’re bringing China and Utah together.   
 
If you look closely there you can probably see Governor Herbert on one of the locomotives. 
 
He has been the driving force making sure this would happen. 
 
This is a day, also, of personal connections.  The most important distance in international business 
diplomacy is the last three feet, where you look each other in the eye, shake hands and exchange 
business cards and decide you want to be friends and do business together.  
 
Connections exist to make us all more productive. 
 
We have used many words about this event today – “historical”, “unprecedented”,” exciting” - but at 
the end of the day we the word is “productive”.  
 
Many of you have seen today with descriptions of some of the events of yesterday with Qinghai. The 
headline says “Let the Dealmaking Begin.” We hope today that you make new friends, talk about new 
deals, share new ideas, and distribute business cards so it will be a very productive day for business, 
culture and education in Utah.  
 
I would like those who are, who could serve as translators today just to raise their hand – those who are 
helping translate. There are several people out there - but that is just an example the way this making 
connections happen.   
 
We’re going to spend much of the afternoon connecting industry sectors/interest clusters with each 
other and that’ll be the power of this.   
 
Governor Herbert has made a challenge to us in Utah to build unprecedented partnerships.  That is 
what we are doing at the Governor Office of Economic Development, the Department of Commerce, 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/usa/epaper/2011-07/14/content_12902596.htm


13 
 

the colleges, the chambers of commerce, the Economic Development corporations, the World Trade 
Center.  
 
Unprecedented partnerships are what make this state work so well.  
 
And Governor Herbert and I and everyone in Utah are cheerleaders for the fact that this collaboration is 
really working.  You will hear more about that through your time here.   
 
We will hear from Ron Hansen, who will introduce the governors after Governor Herbert speaks.   
 

 
Utah Governor Gary Herbert, Little America Hotel, Thursday, 7-14-11, seated prior to speaking at the Opening of the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, 
Education & Culture Conference. 

 
And let me share my introduction of Governor Herbert. I have the pleasure of spending many, many 
hours with him, and think he is an extraordinary leader, focused on the many opportunities for Utah, for 
our nation, and for our world.  
 
 You’ll hear more, but under his leadership, exports in this state were the only state in the nation that 
doubled in the last five years. We are focused on our international collaborations.  
 
 Governor Herbert has spent many years in devoted public service. He knows every square mile of this 
great state; he knows most citizens and most voters in this great state. He has worked with them, 
(unclear) with them, to not only build this state, the nation, and his most recent very successful 
international trade mission to China in April.  
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Power point photo of Utah Governor Gary Herbert’s April 2011 trade mission to China 

 
Power point photo of Utah Governor Gary Herbert’s April 2011 trade mission to China 
 
The Governor’s focus is on the Es – extraordinary focus on energy, the environment, and on education.   
 
It is our pleasure to have a leader focused on international partnerships. He is our economic 
coordinator; he’s our Connector-in-Chief, and our chief partner in making Utah a globalized state.  
 
Please welcome Utah’s 17th Governor, the Honorable Gary Herbert.” 
(Applause.) 
 
Governor Herbert comments:  
“Ni hau.  Xiexie, Lew Cramer, thank you for that wonderful introduction. I’m honored to be here with all 
of you and I certainly want to express my welcome to one and all today, particularly to Secretary Zhou, 
our distinguished governors, our friend Madame Li and all for taking time to join us  in what Lew has 
already said is an historic occasion for us all here in Utah.   
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We have business leaders with us, cabinet leaders and legislators in the crowd with us - we welcome 
one and all today.   
 
This is truly an historic occasion, to bring Governors from two great nations together, where we’re in a 
spirit of mutual respect and pursuit of common goals.  
 
 We’re here to forge mutually beneficial business relationships, which will create new opportunities for 
the people of Utah, the United States, and for China.   
 
It is important that these relationships are built upon on a  firm foundation of friendship, mutual benefit, 
trust and collaboration.  
 

 
Utah Governor Gary Herbert, Little America Hotel, Thursday, 7-14-11, at the Opening of the U.S.-China 2011 Trade, Education & Culture 
Conference. 

 
That foundation is critical to allowing Utah’s bond with China to continue to grow and to flourish.  
 
I’d like to take this opportunity to speak with you a little bit about Utah’s economic development vision 
and bilateral opportunities which are available to Utah and to China. 
 
 We have a vision for our state, which is that Utah will lead the nation as the best performing economy, 
and be recognized as a premier global business destination.  
Our vision is steadily becoming a reality. And Utah has been recognized by leading observers around the 
country. We’ve been recognized as the number one state in America for business and careers by the 
prestigious Forbes magazine.  And just this last week Fortune magazine recognized Salt Lake City’s 
metropolitan area as one the 15 hottest business centers in the world.  
 
These are just two of the numerous national and international accolades that we have received as of 
late.   
 
This recognition is not random.  Our success is no accident.  
 
 This is the result of a deliberate effort on our part in Utah, that makes Utah a fertile field for business 
and for economic development. 
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 Utah’s economic development efforts are focused on four key areas:  1) is to increase our national and 
international business; 2) is to strengthen and grow our existing Utah businesses; 3) is to increase 
innovation, entrepreneurship, creativity, and investment; and 4) to prioritize education in order to 
develop a workforce of the future that meet the demands of the global marketplace. 
 
 As Governor my two most important two duties are creating jobs for Utahns and preparing the state 
economy for success in a global future.  
 
It is easy to see that the future of business is in the international arena.  Perhaps the strongest evidence 
of that is Utah’s strengthening relationship with China.   
 
The Greater China area is Utah’s second largest trading partner, with nearly $2 billion in exports in 2010 
alone, and $1.2 billion in just the first quarter of 2011.  
 
The strong trading relationships we’ve forged between our companies have created jobs both in China 
and here in Utah.   
 
The United States National Export Initiative challenges American companies to double exports in the 
next five years – to boost our economic endeavors.  Along with a numerous other Governors, I have 
signed a letter pledging my whole-hearted support for this initiative.   
 
I have been (unclear), as Lew Cramer has just mentioned. Utah already has a stellar track record in the 
exports arena.  Utah is the only state in the nation which has doubled its’ exports over the last five 
years. And we’re well on our way to doubling them again over the next five years.   
 
Utah has been able to increase their exports even at a time of economic recession here in the (unclear) 
country in the world. Exports have been growing at a faster rate than at any time in our history, and 
faster than any other state in America.  Utah’s $14 billion in exports supports nearly 8,000 Utah jobs. 
Thousands of Utah jobs have been created and are maintained as a direct result of our trade with China. 
 
On behalf of the people of Utah I beg you for your continued partnership with Utah.  
 
It is this partnership that inspired my recent trade mission to China.   I led over 20 companies on my 
trade mission with the sole purpose of creating and exchanging business relationships between Utah 
and Chinese companies.  
 
I led the Chinese trade mission in order to facilitate opportunities for Utah companies to have one-on-
one meetings with government officials and potential partner companies in China.  
 
We understand that for many Utah companies which do business with China having positive working 
relationships with Chinese regulatory agencies is crucial for success.  
 
For example, we were able to facilitate meetings between Utah companies and our life science sector 
and the representative of China’s Food and Drug agency.  Utah has strong and vibrant life sciences, 
pharmaceutical and medical devices industries.  These meetings were critical first step for these 
companies to move forward with positive business relationships in China. 
Our trade mission also helped to cement existing technology and research partnerships between a 
number of Utah and Chinese companies and our Universities.  
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Researchers, engineers, and innovators from China and Utah are working in concert to solve some of 
today’s most complex problems, particularly in the area of energy development, and environmental 
conservation.  
 
These joint solutions will lead to business opportunities, will lead to business opportunities and jobs 
both here and in China and will ultimately benefit people all over the world, as Utah and China 
technology is adopted in all corners over the globe.   
 
Not only is Utah a great partner for China it is a great market for China. In 2010, Chinese imports to Utah 
totaled $1.4 billion. Utah provides a welcoming environment for foreign products, business and direct 
foreign investment.  
 
Utah has been called the “Crossroads of the West”.   This is partly an historical reference, as Mr. Cramer 
has just talked about, with the joining of our trans-continental railroads, just an hour and half drive from 
here in the north of Utah. 
But this is also a place not only where the East and the West come together on the railroads, but its’ also 
a place where we are now a geographic hub and a gateway, and a coming together, a crossroads, for 
business development in this country and in the (inter-mountain west) in the United States.  
 
Utah has a unique business friendly population.   
 
Utah has one of the most highly educated workforces in the country. 
 
Utah also has the highest percentage of people with second-language proficiency in the United States.   
 
We were also (one of the first states) to standardize foreign language immersion programs in our public 
schools.  Today, for example, Mandarin Chinese is taught in 38% of Utah schools. It is now the third 
most popular language choice for Utah public school students, recognizing the importance of China in 
the global market place. 
 
Utah’s (unclear) Universities also offer program to obtain business-level Mandarin proficiency.   
 
Utah is a great location for business; it has great people for business, and the right policies for business.  
Utah is a safe landing zone for foreign investment - a clear regulatory structure, a faithful tax rate, and a 
long history of stable and efficient government.  
 
Utah currently supports two successful EB-5 Centers and is seeking contracts for more.   
 
An EB-5 Regional Center is an area designated by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services as 
eligible to receive immigrant investor capital and may lead to green-card with a $500,000 investment.  
 
Utah has established a number of economic clusters which provide investment and collaboration 
opportunities Chinese companies and capital, including aviation and aerospace, software development, 
and information technologies, energy and natural resources, life sciences, financial services, outdoor 
products and recreation.  
 
A stellar example of a successful foreign direct investment in Utah is the Estonian company called 
Enefit. 
 

http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/money/51474242-79/oil-shale-utah-company.html.csp
http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/money/51474242-79/oil-shale-utah-company.html.csp
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Enefit recently made a large investment in Utah in Utah’s oil shale. It has the potential of being one of 
our nation’s greatest untapped natural resources    
 
An area called Uintah Basin on the eastern borders of Utah has potentially millions of barrels of 
recoverable oil.  In Enefit, we’ve partnered with a company which has the technology, commitment, 
history and financing to bring that oil shale to market.  
 
Utah is open and interested in developing many kinds of mutually beneficial business relationships in 
the energy industry, including oil, natural gas and other minerals for export and import with our 
Chinese partners.  
 
Utah not only enjoys increasing business ties with China, it has also enjoyed an increasing number of 
Chinese visitors, some of which are here today.  
 
Utah has been granted “Approved Destination Status” by the Chinese government and Utah has seen an 
expanded share of the 800,000 Chinese tourists who visited the United States last year alone. 
 
While we don’t have the exact figures for the number of Chinese visitors to Utah , our Office of Tourism 
has reported that Chinese is now the most requested foreign language for our tours at the site of the 
LDS Temple, known as Temple Square, just a few blocks from here, uh, located here in downtown. 
Temple Square is our most visited tourist attraction and now Chinese is the number one requested 
language. 
 
(Unclear) 100 million exit Visas will be granted to Chinese citizens for destination all over the world in 
the next decade.  We hope here in Utah that the largest number of those travelers will make their way 
to Utah and know that they are welcome.  
 
Again, we are honored to have you here in our beautiful state. I am confident that your trip will bring 
about great things for both China and Utah.   
 
We look forward to growing our genuine friendship and building many profitable and cooperative and 
mutually beneficial business relationships over the coming years.  As Mr. Cramer’s mentioned, we have, 
in my administration, stated that we want to form unprecedented partnerships.   
 
I do believe that as we work together in a unprecedented ways we create unlimited opportunities as we 
represent our respective peoples.  It is an opportunity that is historical in its consequence – 
unprecedented partnerships leading to unlimited opportunities. 
 
So we welcome you to that opportunity as we work with you in an unprecedented way in forming 
unprecedented partnerships. 
 
Welcome to Utah.  We’re honored to have you here.  Thank you so very much. Xiexie.  
(Applause.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://secure.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/wiki/Uintah_Basin
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Introduction of Four Chinese Governmental Officials  
 

Ron Hansen, Executive Director of the American & Chinese Friendship Promotion Society, host of this 
event, then went on to introduce, in Mandarin Chinese, the four Chinese governmental officials.   
 

 
Ron R. Hansen, Executive Director, American & Chinese Friendship Promotion Society 

The four officials, noted below with their biographies, all made their presentations in Chinese.   
 
For some reason, the Chinese media present in the room appeared to be particularly interested in 
photographing the fourth Chinese Governor, Qin Guangrong, Governor of Yunnan Province -a frenzy of 
flash bulbs lit up when he was at the podium. 
 

1. Luo Huining, Governor of Qinghai Province.  
 

 
 
“Governor Luo Huining has served in several PRC government positions throughout China over the past 30 
years primarily in the provinces of Anhui and Qinghai, including Foreign Trade and Economic Commissions 
and Party-Secretary positions.  He has a Ph.D. in Economics. Qinghai and Utah have a Sister 
Province/State Relationship.”  (Biography from the U.S.-China 2011 Conference brochure.) 
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2. Zhao Hongzhu, Party Secretary of Zhejiang Province. 
 

 
 
“Secretary Zhao Hongzhu has a distinguished career of more than 40 years.  He has served in a 
variety of positions to include being a Standing Committee Member of the 15th and 16th CPC 
Central Commission for Discipline Inspection.  Secretary Zhao was previously the Director of the 
Political Department of the General Logistics Department of the PLA.  He holds a Bachelor’s 
Degree from the Party School of the Central Committee of the CPC.” (Biography from the U.S.-China 2011 

Conference brochure.)   
 

Secretary Zhao Hongzhu’s presentation included a full-color power point of about 25 slide.  
Pictured below are three of them. 
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Power point slides from Luo Huining, Governor of Quinghai Province, presentation 7-14-2011. 
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3. Wang Sanyun, Governor of Anhui Province. 
 

 
“Governor Wang Sanyun has served in several PRC government positions in the provinces of Guizhou, 
Sichuan, Fujian and Anhui.  He was the alternate Member of the 16

th
 and 17

th
 PRC Central Committee.  

Governor Wang also currently serves as the Vice-Secretary of the CPC Anhui Provincial Committee and 
Secretary of the government’s Leading Party Member Group.  He has a Master’s Degree from the Party 

School of the Central Committee of the CPC.” (Biography from the U.S.-China 2011 Conference brochure.) 

 
4. Qin Guangrong, Governor of Yunnan Province. 

 

 
“Governor Qin Guangrong began his political career as a member of the Communist Youth League in 
Hunan province in 1975.  Since that time, he has held several PRC government positions in Hunan and 
Yunnan provinces.  Governor Qin is a Member of the Central Committee of the CPC.  He has a Master’s 
Degree in engineering from Zhongnan Industry University and also studied at the Party School of the 

Central Committee of the CPC.” (Biography from the U.S.-China 2011 Conference brochure.) 

 

After the four Chinese officials spoke, conference attendees were encouraged to take a Networking 
break, to meet and exchange business cards with others in attendance.  This break was followed by a 
luncheon featuring Spencer P. Eccles, Executive Director of Utah Governor’s Office of Economic 
Development (GOED).   
 

Concurrent Track Sessions followed lunch, where networking was also encouraged.  
 
The OK-SAFE, Inc. transcript of one of those breakout sessions will follow at a later date. 

http://business.utah.gov/
http://business.utah.gov/

