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This plan outlines the President’s vision to build a network of high‐speed rail corridors
across America. It is the first high‐speed rail requirement under the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act 0f 2009 (ARRA).
o

VISION—Proposal is to transform the nation’s transportation system, by rebuilding
existing rail infrastructure while launching new high‐speed passenger rail services in
100‐600 mile corridors that connect U.S. communities. Similar to how interstate
highways and U.S. aviation system were developed in 20th century: partnership
between public sector and private industry, including strong Federal leadership that
provided a national vision.

o

OBAMA ADMINISTRATION IS MOVING AHEAD OF SCHEDULE TO STAND UP THIS
NEW PROGRAM—Strategic rail plan issued just 58 days after passage of ARRA, before
the Congressional deadline. Application procedures expected to be published also
before Congressional deadline—this spring. First round grant awards expected to be
announced before the end of this summer, up to three years ahead of the schedule
required by law.

o

COMMITMENT TO HIGHSPEED RAIL—Unprecedented $8 billion investment in high‐
speed rail: $8 billion in ARRA considered a down payment on a national network of
corridors, along with $1 billion per year for at least 5 years (proposed in FY 2010
budget). Completion of vision will require long‐term commitment from both the
Federal Government and States.

o

BENEFITS OF HIGHSPEED RAIL—Promotes economic expansion (including new
manufacturing jobs), creates new choices for travelers in addition to flying or driving,
reduces national dependence on oil, and fosters urban and rural community
development.

o

HIGHSPEED RAIL IS GREEN— Today’s intercity passenger rail service consumes one‐
third less energy per passenger‐mile than cars. It is estimated that if we built high
speed rail lines on all federally‐designated corridors (on map), it could result in an
annual reduction of 6 billion pounds of CO2.

o

TRANSPARENT APPROACH—projects selected for funding based on merit/benefits of
investment.
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High Speed Rail Vision

o

•

First round of applications will focus on projects that can be completed quickly
and yield measurable, near‐term job creation and other public benefits.

•

Next round to include proposals for comprehensive high‐speed programs
covering entire corridors or sections of corridors.

•

Additional funds will be available for planning to help jump‐start corridors not
yet ready for construction.

Ten major corridors are being identified for potential high‐speed rail projects:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

California Corridor (Bay Area, Sacramento, Los Angeles, San Diego)
Pacific Northwest Corridor (Eugene, Portland, Tacoma, Seattle, Vancouver BC)
South Central Corridor (Tulsa, Oklahoma City, Dallas/Fort Worth, Austin, San
Antonio, Little Rock)
Gulf Coast Corridor (Houston, New Orleans, , Mobile, Birmingham, Atlanta)
Chicago Hub Network (Chicago, Milwaukee, Twin Cities, St. Louis, Kansas City,
Detroit, Toledo, Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Louisville,)
Florida Corridor (Orlando, Tampa, Miami)
Southeast Corridor (Washington, Richmond, Raleigh, Charlotte, Atlanta, Macon,
Columbia, , Savannah, Jacksonville)
Keystone Corridor (Philadelphia, Harrisburg, Pittsburgh)
Empire Corridor (New York City, Albany, Buffalo)
Northern New England Corridor (Boston, Montreal, Portland, Springfield, New
Haven, Albany)

Also, opportunities exist for the Northeast Corridor (Washington, Baltimore,
Wilmington, Philadelphia, Newark, New York City, New Haven, Providence, Boston)
to compete for funds for improvements to the nation’s only existing high‐speed rail
service, and for establishment and upgrades to passenger rail services in other parts
of the country.
o

OUTREACH—Administration will take a collaborative approach to formulate
program; will work with stakeholders to gather feedback on strategic plan and help
shape the program.
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